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The Ju/‘hoansi Of Nhoma:
A Photo Journal

STORY AND PHOTOS BY ALYN BRERETON

The Ju/‘hoansi are a faction of the San people
indigenous to southern Africa. They speak a
language embedded with clicks, and they are by
tradition nomadic hunters and gatherers. Click
languages are some of the oldest known among
humans. While the hunting and gathering way of
life is almost extinct in societies worldwide, it still
remains in a few locales, mostly in a semi-altered
form, such as in the village of Nhoma as featured
photographically in this article.
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The area of Tsumkwe in northeastern Namibia is where
Nhoma is located. It is within the greater Kalahari Desert
basin that extends into and encompasses a large portion
of Botswana. The Kalahari environ is a landscape with
vegetated dunes, fossilized riverbeds and sporadic
waterholes. It is a desolate land, habitable only by a
few hardy people.
The Nhoma village was established as a philanthropic
project back in the late 1990s and continues as such today.
The purpose of the project was to provide a place where
a small group of San could live in a traditional way, even
though in a somewhat altered fashion. The idea is to attract
a limited number of interested visitors each year in order to
provide a small economic income for the families living in
the village.
The community lives near the Nyae Nyae Conservancy.
The conservancy encompasses approximately 9,000
kilometers (nearly 5,600 miles) and is an area where
villagers are allowed, even encouraged, to hunt and
forage in a “traditional” manner, a way similar to how
all our ancestors lived in the long-ago past before crop
and animal domestication and production were invented
and took hold.
By visiting the village, visitors are able to experience the
San way of life by witnessing and interacting with the
villagers as they go about their lives on a day-to-day basis,
and by participating in activities and games, even going
on a hunt with several adult males for local game, such
as small birds, porcupine, kudus and oryx. This shows the
traditional knowledge and skill it takes in order for a people
to live off the land, a way of life that makes up a major
portion of human prehistory. It is life in which we should
all be aware, respect, and strive to preserve for those few
groups who wish to continue to pursue a life of contentment
without abundance. Perhaps it is a lesson we should all
admire and take to heart.
The photographs that follow were taken in the village of
Nhoma, Namibia while on an African safari. They were shot
during the early evening hours of June 12 and during the
day on June 13. I hope you enjoy the journey. SM
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Alyn Robert Brereton enjoys
photographing all genres, but photographing
scenes of traditional cowboy culture in
the American West is his specialty. He was
raised in that environment.
Contact him at his website, brerdog.com or
email him at alynbrereton@comcast.net.
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