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Council OKs housing density change in Tracy Hills
By Bob Brownne
Tracy Press

The Tracy City Council last
week gave the Tracy Hills developers the go-ahead to double the
number of homes in one of the
development’s subdivisions.
A series of council votes included approval of a general plan

amendment and a vesting tentative subdivision map that allows
the developer to divide 66 lots in
half, creating 132 lots, where the
developer plans to build a series
of attached single-family homes,
or “duets,” on 28 acres.
Tracy Hills will eventually
cover 2,732 acres on the southwest corner of town, and the

417-acre Phase 1A of the development, including 1,160 homes,
is presently under construction. Phase 1A is bordered by
Interstate 580, the California
Aqueduct, Corral Hollow Road
and an extension of Lammers
Road, with Tracy Hills Drive
running through the middle.
It includes a series of villages,

mostly under construction now.
Council actions on Tuesday,
Oct. 20, applied to the 28-acre
Village 7C at the north end of
Phase 1A, changing the specific
plan designation of the area from
low-density to medium density.

Bob Brownne/Tracy Press

HAIRCUTS: Ana Ramirez from Sports Clips shows Don
Benthusen his haircut on Wednesday at Astoria.

Don Benthusen said that he
couldn’t remember when the last
time was he had a haircut, but given
the length of his hair it was evident
that it had been more than a few
months.
After stylist Ana Ramirez was
done, Benthusen’s white locks were
back to a manageable length. He
was one of 16 residents of Astoria
Senior Living and Memory Care
who was treated to a haircut on
Wednesday, courtesy of Mark and
Barbara Hornstra, owners of Sport
Clips Haircuts in the Tracy Pavilion
shopping center on Naglee Road.
Mark Hornstra said he and his
stylists visited Astoria at the corner of Corral Hollow Road and
Lowell Avenue to provide haircuts
free of charge as a way of honoring

veterans, including Benthusen, who
had been a contract engineer with
the U.S. Air Force in the late 1950s
to early 1960s.
Hornstra said that for the past
seven years he has worked with
Astoria to provide plane rides
around Veterans Day, which is a couple weeks away, for those who have
served in the U.S. military forces.
This year because of COVID-19
those flights out of Tracy Municipal
Airport have been canceled, so in
advance of Veterans Day he and
stylists Ramirez and Aly Luce visited the senior living facility to provide haircuts.
“It’s just our honor to be here with
these gentlemen who have served our
country. It’s our time to serve back
and give to them,” Hornstra said.
HAIRCUTS, continued on page 5

San Joaquin County voters cast ballots early in record numbers
Press staff report

The San Joaquin County
Registrar of Voters reported
this week that the county is
setting new records for advance
voting, with more than 81,900
ballots, or 22% of the county’s
registered voters, having cast
their ballots as of Sunday, a

little more than a week before
Election Day.
Registrar of Voters’ Melinda
Dubroff said that the county
continues to receive 10,000 to
25,000 more ballots every day
in the week leading up to Nov. 3.
Dubroff said that about 75% of
the ballots received so far were

ADVANCED PLANNING

View info about local
measures and candidates before Nov. 3
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TRACY HILLS, continued on page 30

Salon provides free haircuts to
veterans at Astoria Gardens
By Bob Brownne
Tracy Press

ELECTION DAY

mailed in, and about 25% were
returned through drop boxes.
Dubroff said that ballots sent
through the mail should take a
little more than a week to arrive
at the elections office and be
counted.
BALLOTS, continued on page 23

WINDOW ART
New art installation at
Grand Theatre Center
for the Arts
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1964 ELECTION
Tracy’s last presidential
campaign visit was
from Hubert Humphrey
in Oct. 1964.
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Fall Back

Don’t forget to turn
clocks back one hour
at 2 a.m. Sunday or
at bedtime Saturday
to return to Standard
Time.
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Window shade art project unveiled at Grand Theatre
Press staff report

A new civic art project was unveiled
on window shades that will stretch
across the front of the art galleries at
the Grand Theatre Center for the Arts
along Central Avenue.
Four artists are featured on 14 custom-fabricated shades that were rolled
down altogether for display for the
first time during the debut Wednesday
morning.
Kim Scarlata, division manager at the
Grand Theatre said
the project came
about because the
existing
blinds
that covered the
galleries’ windows
sometimes gave a
wrong impression.
“We had an
ongoing issue with
when the shades
are closed at the
Grand it looks like
the whole place is
closed and a lot
of times it’s not,”
Scarlata said. “It’s
open but were switching over a gallery exhibit so we’ve had to
close the shades.”
She said the staff brainstormed
and came up with a plan to add art to
the shades that roll down across the
windows.
As the conversation continued they

decided to make it a public art project
that would be a collaboration between
the Grand, the Tracy Arts Commission
and the Grand Foundation who helped
pay for the window shades.
“It’s an all around feel-good project.
I’m so excited that the art is beautiful,”
Scarlata said. “When you see the shades
you’re going to be truly amazed.”
The window shade are five large-format art works in painting and photography split between
the 14 shades
for windows
that stretch
across the
front
of
the Grand
Galleries,
from
the
corner of
Seventh
Street to
the Grand’s
m a i n
entrance,
and
are
views as a
mural from
the
sidewalk.
The window
shades art was
created by artists Alyn Brereton of
Modesto, Angela Johal of Livermore,
Delbert Park of Tracy and Mark Roberts
of Antioch.
Karen Weaver, Grand Foundation
treasurer and chair of the endowment

Glenn Moore/Tracy Press

INDUSTRIAL DESIGN: Artist Delbert Park talks about one of his art works on display as a window shade on a art gallery window at the Grand Theatre Center for Arts Wednesday morning.

committee, said the foundation was
happy to support the project and she
was excited to see the final product.
“Seeing them on paper I can’t wait to
see them in person,” Weaver said. “The
art that we chose, it really reflects our
community, reflects what we’re about
and that’s local artists supporting the
community.”
William Wilson, cultural art manager,
said the project took about one year
from concept to completion.

The shades were made and installed
by OrangePiel from the Bay Area, one of
only two companies in the United States
that are capable of printing the original
artwork onto large size shades at a very
high resolution.
A group of city officials, some of the
artists and residents watched as the
window shades were unrolled together
for the first time since their installation.
Contact the Tracy Press at tpnews@tracypress.com or 835-3030.
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ARTFUL SHADES: New window shade artwork was unveiled at the Grand Theatre Center for Arts galleries Wednesday morning.
CIVIC ART: Works
by artists Delbert
Park (left) and Alyn
Brereton (right) are
featured on a new
civic art window
shade project at the
Grand Theatre.

STREETSCAPE MURAL: A visitor takes a picture of one
of the colorful window shades on a Grand Theatre gallery
window Wednesday morning. Below, Division manager at the
Grand Theatre Center for the Arts, Kim Scarlata, and Cultural
Arts manager, William Wilson, speak before the window
shades are debuted.

